We envision a
congregation
whose love for
Jesus and one
another leaves
a clear and
compelling
witness for
Christ.

He has made
everything beautiful
in its time. He has
also set eternity in
the hearts of men;

yet they cannot
fathom what God

has done from
beginning to end.

Ecclesiastes 3:11

Bible Trivia

What is the first weapon
mentioned in the Bible?

(answer in next Month'’s
Post!)

Thank you Paul DelLong,
for contributing Bible
trivia to the Pinehurst
Post. ©
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The Renewal of Your Mind by Brian Watson

"Do not be conformed to this
world, but be transformed by
the renewal of your mind, that
by testing you may discern what
is the will of God, what is good
and acceptable and perfect.
"Romans 12:2 (English
Standard Version)

To me, that verse begs the
question, “How do I renew my
mind?” The ESV Study Bible
states that “The ‘renewal’ or
‘transformation’ of the mind is a
process in which believers begin
to think in new and right ways
as they meditate on the truths
of God’s Word.” It is of the
utmost importance that we
spend time reading the Bible.

As the weather changes from
summer to fall, we tend to
move from outdoor activities to
indoor ones. Hopefully, as we
do this, we have more time for
reading. I would encourage you
to spend more time reading
your Bible this season. To that
end, it is important to have a
good Bible, one that we will
read regularly. One of our
pastor candidates, when asked
which translation he uses,
answered by saying, “The best
version of the Bible is the one
you read.” I would recommend
having a good study Bible for
home study as well as more
portable Bible that you can keep
on hand so that you always
have access to God’s Word.

I would personally recommend
the ESV Study Bible, which was
published by Crossway last
year. In addition to thousands
of footnotes, it has charts and
maps and many articles in the
back, as well as a concordance.
When you buy this Bible, you
also get access to the full
version online, which makes it
easy to search for passages.
The NIV Study Bible is also a
good resource. Of course, there
are other helpful study Bibles
that are available.

One note on translations: when
any language is translated into
another, the translator has to

make choices because there

is no one ‘“perfect”
translation. Different
languages have different

rules of grammar and syntax
and one word could have
several different meanings.
Generally, a translator has a
choice of making a more
literal translation that could
be awkward and difficult to
read, or a more idiomatic
translation that captures the
general meaning of the
original text but is less literal
and easier to read. The New
American Standard Bible is
the most literal translation

available, while the New
International Version - the
most common English
translation available with

over 215 million copies sold
- is more idiomatic. I have
been reading the ESV
because it is ‘“essentially
literal” yet the language isn't
stilted or awkward to read.

Though there are differences
between these translations,
usually the differences do
not amount to changes in

overall meaning. On the
rare occasion when the
meaning of a verse or
passages hinges on one

particularly word, it is good
to consult other translations.
The most important thing is
to find a translation that you
are comfortable reading.

Sometimes it also important
to use resources to help us
understand God’s Word and
how to apply it to our lives.
I would also encourage you

to peruse the shelves of our
Resource Center to find a
good book. The Resource
Center has recently been
reorganized and there are
over 60 new titles on the
shelves. The topics of these
books range from Christian
living to men’s and women’s
ministries to apologetics, or
the defense of the Christian
faith.

I have personally read a few
books from the Resource
Center this year. I would
highly recommend Crazy
Love by Francis Chan and
The Prodigal God and The
Reason for God by Timothy
Keller. The Reason for God
presents a very rational and
intellectual case for
Christianity. In it, Keller
responds to the arguments
made by atheists,
evolutionists, moral
relativists, and doubters with
a well-written and very well-
researched work that is also
engaging. Paul tells us that
“we destroy arguments and
every lofty opinion raised
against the knowledge of
God” (2 Corinthians 10:5).
In order to destroy
arguments, we must be able
to show the faulty reasoning
behind them.

May God bless you as your
mind is renewed by the

reading of His Word and the
works of Christian authors
who have been graced with
the spiritual gift of teaching.
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“The Holy Scriptures
are our letters

from Home.”

St. Augustine

Read any great books
lately from the
Pinehurst Resource
Center? Let others
know what you think!
Send in book reviews
to pinehurstbaptist
@verizon.net to be
published in a future
newsletter.
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Mark Your Calendar!

October 10-11: Senior
Pastor Candidate
visiting Pinehurst

October 13: A new
Ladies Bible Study
begins!

October 17: Men'’s
Fraternity begins

October 18: Church
Fellowship Potluck

October 18: TeamKID
begins

Spiritual Giftso Now & Then by Jean Pfaff

God-given spiritual gifts and
talents may changes as you get
older. When I was young, my
spiritual gifts were leadership and
organization. My work in church
and vocation confirmed this. Thirty
years later my spiritual gifts
expanded to hospitality and mercy.
I again found this was confirmed
by the things I was doing - at
church, in community volunteer
work, and in my vocation. I was a
medical assistant and office
manager for 37 years. This took
leadership, organization,
hospitality, and mercy. Thirty

years later I rediscovered a talent
which God had given me as a
preschool child and had developed
through the years. It became a
real

ministry that has been a
blessing. This
talent is sewing &
and quilting. I
learned to sew
before I started |
school and
have sewn all |
my life. I made [
my first quilt g
when I was ten
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The Twelve Disciples were men
specifically selected and trained by
Christ to be the innermost core of
all His followers, but otherwise were
common, undistinguished men from
varied walks of life. All
outsiders as far as the religious
establishment was
concerned.

were

Some were more well-
to-do than others. These men
spanned the political spectrum,
from the Simon (not Peter) the
Zealot who today be
considered an anti-government
terrorist, to Matthew the Roman
collaborator. Yet Christ chose these
men to be His close confidants. He

would

years old and made quilts for my
family, friends, and to give as
gifts throughout the years. I was
so glad when I came to
Pinehurst and found friends who
quilted also. We began to meet
at Mary Lou Joss’s house and
worked on our own projects and
enjoyed the fellowship. One day
one of the girls said she heard
Walter Reed Hospital wanted
quilts. We decide this was
something we would like to help
with. So she called Madigan
Hospital to see if we could bring
them down to them, and if they
would transport them to Walter
Reed (the postage would have

been prohibitive otherwise).
Their answer was “we need

them here.” That was 2004 and
: “Helping

accepted
the overall
| leadership
roll, and I
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took the huge risk of entrusting
the Kingdom of God to untaught
men from disparate backgrounds
and temperaments, to mold them
into a unified body which would
carry His Gospel to the ends of
the earth. John MacArthur not
only creates a fascinating
biography about the better known
members of this unique group,
but also analyzes those lesser
known. Even the fact that some
are hardly mentioned in Scripture
is a telling indication of their
qualities.  Scripture more often
tells of how the disciples failed
than when they succeeded, and

took the roll of being in charge
of the quilts, and teaching
quilting. Sandy and her mother,
Lucille Caudle, had been
knitting caps, mittens, scarves,
and slippers for the women’s
shelter for years. Sandy also
makes Afghans which we send
with the quilts. I had made
quilts before for charity, but it
has been such a blessing to
make them for the soldiers as a
ministry of the church. If you
would like to be a part of this
ministry, I can teach you how
to sew or quilt. We can also use
help with straightening and
ironing fabric, sorting fabric by
color, etc. We'll find something
for you to do! 3
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of how often they were
reprimanded by Christ. But, to
their credit, we know this one
thing of them all (excepting
Judas Iscariot, to whom the
last chapter is dedicated) - they
left everything behind to follow
Christ, and faithfully carried on
the work of Christ to the end of
their lives. John MacArthur
relates each man’s personality,
background, relationships with
the other disciples, and how
each came to his end. An
engaging read that is highly
recommended. 3
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